DBATii   OF  KING  JOAO   II.                                              41

The  conditions  of  the  3rd Article of Treaty, under   CHAP.
which able officers were to be sent to the spot for the         1^
purpose   of  fixing  and demarcating the points at 370     A>Dt
leagues distant from the Cape de Verde Islands, were    1495.
never carried out, and, as a matter of fact, it is not easy
to conceive how they could have been, seeing that no
European had as yet set his foot in the countries which
the line would touch.     Nevertheless, the want of this
demarcation was sure to produce new altercations as soon
as the vessels of the two nations happened to come across
each other in any part of the great Indian Ocean, as, it
will be seen, actually did occur later on.

After this digression we must now return to the current
of events following the discovery of the Cape of Good
Hope.

The consequences of this important discovery were not
immediately grasped. Soon after the return of Eartholomeu
de Diaz, King Joao II. was seized with a severe illness,
^nd the condition of His Majesty's health and the personal
anxieties accruing from the state of his kingdom, together
with his domestic troubles, presented serious obstacles to
the development of those schemes with regard to India
that cannot fail to have presented themselves to his mind
after the momentous voyage of that navigator. Bang
Joao II. died on the 25th October, 1495, and he was
succeeded by King Manoel, whose first thought was to
resume the distant maritime explorations which had
already reflected so much honour on the far-sighted intel-
ligence of their initiator, Prince Henry. Before entering
upon this enterprise, however, he consulted Abraham
Zakut, a Jew of Beja, and celebrated mathematician, who
had also the credit of being a great astrologer. He
having cast the King's horoscope, and declared it to be
favourable to the enterprise, Dom Manoel entered into it
with energy and zeal. According to Gaspar Correa,
King Joao II., before his death, at the instance of one
Janifante, a foreign merchant, ordered three tall ships to be